The Decennial Census

0Very revealing snapshot in time
every ancestor in every year

ALL Class Web Site: http://copland.udel.edu/~tdoherty

U.S. Census:1790-1840

Named Only Head of Household

®1820: same as 1
®1830-40 (mf): 0-4, 5-9,

* Females by age 1800+, other free & Slaves after 1820+
- generally more age groupings for whites and white males

U.S. Census:1900-1930

name/age/sex/race/birthplace/occupation
1900: month/yr of birth*, yr of marriage*,

®1910: Nature of busin
- Civil War survivor?*
¢ 1920: mother tongue of
- year of naturalization*

- age at 18t marriage
 uniguely not repeated in following ydars; ** 1900/1910 only
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U.S. Census:1790-1840

®Named only head of household
Ily oldest male, but not always

®Nearby neighbors/relatives; slaveown

- white, “other free” (non-white); untaxed Indians censuses: 1885-1910

U.S. Census:1850-1890

name/age/sex/race/birthplace/occupation
-60: 1%t to name all in household*

- father/mother birthpla:
- street address; health (si
¢ 1890: lost to fire/flood, but\Union vet (er widow)

rank, when served, unit, disapility [33/49 sta

* separate slave schedule 1850-60, but slaves not named
Forms: http://www.ancestry.com/save/charts/census.htm

Other Censuses in U.S.
¢ Mortality Schedules (yr bef 6/1 1850 80, 1885)

®Agriculture Schedule 1840-1910
¢ Man ture Schedule 1820, Industry1850-70

& State censuses — often 5™ year of decade
- 1845:
- 1852: CA (gold rushj
- 1855: MA

- 1885: CO, FL, MN, NE, NJ, RI, W
- 1895: FL, MN, NJ, OR, WI
- 1925: lowa: mother’s maiden\name
- 1945: SD (very detailed)

& Most state censuses not indexed; many not filmed




Census: Ancestry vs. ProQuest
FFree access: student udel email DE Pub. library
Indexed: all (by head) not 1830-50,1880
Fvery-name: 1790-1900,1930 1790-1820
Searching: Soundex or not*  no Soundex
Searching:  wild s:*,?7* exact spelling only
Transcribing: lower gk higher quality
Page numbers: variable ften ProQuest’s
Printing: slow
e-Formats: .gif or .omp*

Usual Image Quality: lower
Soundex overrides wildcard; no wildcard dllowed in 1t three letters
[“*can print to pdf file with Adobe Acrobat

Census Searching Techniques
Almost everyone was counted

ine original misspellings

¢ Imagine mis-transcriptions

@ Is surname’s 1 |etter wrong in index

¢ Don’t limit search\to-presumed head

¢ Can always browse page age

@ Don’t accept “no™ as'an answe

¢ Be persistent
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Ancestry Searching Techniques

¢ Soundex Code Idea: homonyms have same code
- Start with first letter of surname

e Wildcard * Fran* = Frank\ Francis

®\Wildcard ? Johns?n = Johnsen, Johnson




