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Why Use Genealogical Software?Why Use Genealogical Software?Why Use Genealogical Software?
The easiest way to keep track of your family tree
- Only enter your family information once
- Can electronically search for person, place, date, etc.
- All provide many reports which include images/photos 
- Any changes you make, automatically update all reports
- Easy to share reports/data with family members

We’ll review 3 different genealogical softwares
- All 3 can be converted to the other 2, so start with any one
PAF (Personal Ancestry File):http://www.familysearch.org
- Price is right – free! 
FTM (Family Tree Maker): http://familytreemaker.com
- Top selling software
TMG (The Master Genealogist): http://whollygenes.com
- “Gold Standard” (for professionals & serious amateurs)

Genealogical Software: PAF vs FTM vs TMGGenealogical Software: PAF Genealogical Software: PAF vsvs FTM FTM vsvs TMGTMG

PAF (Personal Ancestry File): http://www.familysearch.org
- Use if not convinced this is the hobby for you
- Convert to FTM (GEDCOM) or TMG (GenbridgeTM)

FTM (Family Tree Maker): http://familytreemaker.com
- Price about $29 from amazon.com: don’t buy data CDs!
- Annual updates for additional fee
- Convert to PAF (GEDCOM) or TMG (GenbridgeTM)

TMG (The Master Genealogist): http://whollygenes.com
- Price about $34 (download silver) to $80 (gold by mail) 
- Updates free; charge for major upgrades (2 since 2000) 
- Convert to PAF or FTM (GenbridgeTM)
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Genealogical Software: PAF vs FTM vs TMGGenealogical Software: PAF Genealogical Software: PAF vsvs FTM FTM vsvs TMGTMG
PAF (Personal Ancestry File): http://www.familysearch.org
- Database is individual oriented
- Features: the basics - outgrowth of (Reunion?) software
FTM (Family Tree Maker): http://familytreemaker.com
- Database is family oriented for easy entry
- Database linked to ancestry.com search
TMG (The Master Genealogist): http://whollygenes.com
- Longer learning curve, but excellent technical support 
- Database is evidence oriented: 

-- enter all data as is from a source & assign surety levels
-- mark most reliable data for printing
-- color-coded flags, research planning aids

- Many display, reporting & charting options (wall charts)
- Create timeline: integrate person with world/local events

On-line Guided Tours of PAF, FTM and TMGOnOn--line Guided Tours of PAF, FTM and TMGline Guided Tours of PAF, FTM and TMG
PAF (Personal Ancestry File): http://www.familysearch.org

- No tour, so download free  software and check it out
- Also download free charting software (companion basic)
- both download links: lower right corner of LDS home page
- demonstration in class next week and one-on-one help

FTM (Family Tree Maker): http://familytreemaker.com
- http://familytreemaker.com/help/tutorials/tour

TMG (The Master Genealogist): http://whollygenes.com
- http://www.whollygenes.com/Merchant2/merchant.mvc?Screen=TMGTOUR
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The Master Genealogist: Person ScreenThe Master Genealogist: Person ScreenThe Master Genealogist: Person Screen

birth data |  source**

**preferred data indicated by * at left of “birth”

color coded by yellow (direct ancestor), 
green (parentage unknown)
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